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A crucial aspect of politics is the use of data as a means to convince people of their side. 
Data can be manipulated to say almost anything a person wants, which can be a means of 
deception. A common phenomenon in the political sphere is “fake news,” which is often 
caused by a misconstruction of facts. In order for students to be able to find credible and 
reliable information, they must be able to identify and acknowledge bias when looking 




1. Students will be able to recognize “fake news” articles and deceptive data. 
2. Students will know how to research without bias, and be able to research ethically on their 
own. 
3. Students will observe the role data analysis plays in the current political climate. 




a. Talk about the recent rise of “fake news” - both the actual concept and its results. 
Focus on how social media allowed for the rise of such a thing, and how President 






1. Selection for Societal Sanity (10 minutes) 















CORE Crash Course (CCC): 
At current, journalism has established a focus on writing with ethics and empathy, 
or writing with the knowledge that the things you write will affect other people. Journalism 
has taken on a focus in using respectable and reliable sources, and dealing with media bias. 
We maintain these focuses in teaching journalism because there has been a shift away 
from the importance of journalists reporting everything they can in the most factual, 
informative way possible. With the state of modern journalism, it is important to 
understand ​why​ sources can be unreliable. 
There are a few key differences between journalism the way it was and how it is in 
the modern age. One huge development is the newfound prevalence of bloggers and 
user-base​d journalism. Secondly, there is less focus on individual articles, with a 
shifted focus on aggregating information into one place so that users can access a large 









CORE Crash Course (CCC): 
Data analysis can be summed up as the studying of data in order to find useful 
information, support a conclusion, or inform a decision. In the context of EnACT, this 
comes into play with journalism, where the validity of an article can depend on the 
legitimacy of both its data and data analysis. Data analysis is important because it can 








CORE Crash Course (CCC): 
Bias is the act of discriminating for or against something. It’s a hot-button topic 
nowadays, and plays a crucial role in determining the legitimacy of data or data 
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analyzed could be viewed as being biased. Likewise, data analysis can be done without 





That’s Fake News! (30 minutes) 
Purpose:  
To use a game to teach about “fake news” and how to spot it. 
Materials: 




Boot up the site and have the students vote on which article is real and which is not. 
After the game is over, start a discussion. 
 
Discussion 
1. Was there a method for seeing which articles were fake news and which one were not 
2. What would you consider to be “fake news”? 
3. How does this affect government functionality and elections? 
4. Apart from the obvious connections to the election, how can fake news interfere with 
our consumption of information?  
 
Intro to Journalism (5 minutes) 
 
Purpose:  






1. Read the above article beforehand and discern what you and your co see as the most 
relevant data. Using whiteboards or any other means, present this data to the class in a 
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That’s Biased! (15 minutes) 
 
Purpose:  
To define bias in an entertaining manner. 
Materials: 
An ability to talk about complex topics! 
Directions: 
Put a student volunteer in the front of the room and have them start talking about a 
topic (preferably something mundane). Tell the rest of the students that, once they feel 
that the student presenting has said something “biased”, to yell “That’s Biased” and 
explain why they felt that was biased. Then, have another student (maybe the one that 
yelled ‘That’s Biased’) go up to the front of the class and give them another, and slightly 
more controversial, topic to talk about and repeat the activity. Make your own list of 
topics, or use this one if you want: 












5. What is bias? 
6. Can anything be biased? 
7. What role does bias play in modern day politics? 
8. What is confirmation bias? 
9. How can confirmation bias lead to the propagatioof “fake news.” 
10. Is political polarization and gridlock a direct consequence of media bias? 
11. Why has media bias devolved into a plethora of “alternative facts.” 
12. Is media biased? In what way? 
13. How does media bias impact modern journalism? 
14. What role does bias play in modern politics? 
 
Fake News Case Study  (20 minutes) 
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Student’s computers 
Student’s will to participate 
HDMI cord to display the article 
Directions: 
Give students approximately 8 minutes to do independent research on articles that are factual, 
and other articles that are non-factual. After having students find their fake articles, have some 





1. Why was this article made? What purpose does it try to serve? 
2. What measures does it take to look credible? 
3. What signs does the article have that shows that it might be fake? 
 
Selection for Societal Sanity (20 minutes) (supplemental) 
Purpose:  




Explain the following story to the class: 
In the close future, the U.S. government develops an AI called the Sean Golinski 
Machine (SGM). Going on the internet, it processes and eliminates trivial, false, and junk 
data from the internet in such a subtle way that it is completely unnoticeable. However, 
through this, the SGM is able to prevent the hampering of social evolution. The 
government sees ideas as concepts that are passed down just like genes - selected for 
their environment, spread around, and evolving separately. These “cultural genes” are 
called “memes”, and the government wants to use the SGM to maximize the amount of 
good memes in their country. However, doing this technically infringes on free speech, 
and is a way to control information. The government sees this “Selection for Societal 
Sanity” as a way to prevent what they see as a population that is only getting less 
informed and more divided, but at what cost? 
 
Discussion 
15. Is this ethical? 
a. If not, what would a better alternative be? 
16. Have you seen things like this in our world? 
17. Could there be a potential compromise between no censorship and information 
control? 
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could we start? 
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